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 WASHINGTON “ Today, Congressman John W. Olver announced that President                Clinton has signed into law the VA-HUD FY Š00 Appropriations spending                bill which includes directive language to aid with the redevelopment                of the Heywood Wakefield Phase III project in Gardner.              

The language will provide funding for three demonstration projects                across the country to transform underutilized properties into elderly                assisted living facilities.  Funding under this new HUD program                will allow projects, such as the Heywood Wakefield facility, to                secure the necessary funding for quality, supportive housing for                low income elderly. Congressman Olver will continue to support the                city of Gardner throughout the application process.              

œThe redevelopment of the Heywood Wakefield facility in downtown                Gardner has been one of 
               my top priorities since 1993,” Olver said. œSince then, I have been                working with city officials 
               and developers looking for ways that the federal government could                provide housing for the 
               elderly, create new jobs, and correct an enormous blight in Gardner.”              

 Earlier this year, Congressman Olver worked with Congressman                Barney Frank (MA-04) who is the top Democrat on the Housing and                Community Opportunity Subcommittee of Banking and Financial Services                to draft the language in the housing bill, H.R. 202, œPreserving                Affordable Housing for Senior Citizens into the 21st Century Act”.              

Most recently, the original housing bill which passed the House,                was folded into the FY2000 VA-HUD-Independent Agencies Appropriations                bill as means of expediting the approval process by the President.                 During the House-Senate Conference over the VA-HUD bill, Congressman                Olver lobbied Chairman James Walsh (NY- 25th district) for the inclusion                of this important language into the final bill.              

Now that the bill has been signed into law, Congressman Olver will                lobby HUD to prioritize the Heywood Wakefield project during the                grant application process early next year. Congressman Olver will                visit the site along with Senator Kerry and Mayor Manca at 4:45                p.m. this Sunday, October 24, 1999.              

Heywood Wakefield III will offer elders of all economic means the                opportunity to live independent, dignified lives within their community.                 The development will address the unique physical and social requirements                of an aging population.  In addition, this project will create                 local jobs and add to the restoration of the neighborhood around                the Heywood Wakefield complex.             
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